
Walnut Chamber of Commerce Meeting Minutes - Tuesday, August 13, 2020.  

Location: Liberty Square 

Attendees: Tracey Schoff, Sandy Green, Brian Smith, Kirsten Johnston, Angie Florschuetz and Brent 

Jamison 

Brent called the meeting to order at 7:12 p.m. 

Minutes from the July meeting were reviewed. Kirsten made a motion to approve. Sandy seconded.  

The Treasurer’s Report was moved to end of Agenda as Brent had no power and was waiting for copies 

to be printed.  

Main Street Update - Liberty Square is about half way funded for construction/landscaping. Fundraising 

campaign was put on hold due to the pandemic, but letters will start going out soon. Brian wondered if 

there was any update on the Peerless building. One of the roofs starting to cave in.  

Fall Fest on Main - Since the last Chamber meeting, COVID cases in Bureau County/Walnut have 

continued to increase. A short discussion was had and Brian made a motion to cancel this year’s Fall Fest 

on Main. Kirsten seconded.  

Telephone Directories - With the cancellation of Fall Fest on Main, all the focus can shift towards new 

telephone directories for the community. Angie reported 700 directories last year were approximately 

$800 and additional 50 were printed two years later for $200. (After the meeting, Angie sent Brent a quote 

of $899.20 for 750). Brent will total up number of advertisers from the last directory. Brian will speak to the 

village office about their help with the project. It was mentioned to use several different methods to collect 

phone numbers and addresses (website, social media, forms at high traffic businesses). 

PPP Non-Profit Loan - Brent reported that he did not submit a PPP application. Per Pam’s suggestion of 

having the accountant fill out an application, he could not get the accountant to commit to filling it out. 

After lots of research, Brent couldn’t find anything that allowed for non-profits events to recover event loss 

and it was only for payroll (which does not cover independent contractors). Brent did not feel comfortable 

submitting an application. 

New Business - In new business, fundraising opportunities were discussed as the Chamber is missing 

out on two big sources of income this year (Walnut Days and Fall Fest). Walnut Hoodies and New Water 

Tower statues were discussed. Brent will reach out to Rod Jacobs and Glen Carl about making the 

statues.  



Kirsten suggested that the construction of a Duplex in town would be well received. Wondered what land 

would be available and if we knew anyone who would make the investment. Said she knows several 

people that would to live in a duplex. 

Before adjourning, Brent presented the July Treasurer’s Report. Brian made a motion to approve and 

Tracey seconded. 

Kirsten made a motion to adjourn at 8:38 p.m.  

The next regular meeting of the Walnut Chamber of Commerce will be held on Tuesday, September 8 at 

Liberty Square. 


